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There is a clear suggestion in current research towards sustainability on the need for innovative, holistic approaches to re-understand the complex systems and interactions conducive to sustainability. In this session I shall introduce my current research –as well as introduce my PhD’s research, in exploring ways of developing further Stafford’s language and tools to support sustainability programs and networks. The research is focus on an understanding of complexity from different theoretical approaches and in particular issues of self-organisation in communities striving for their sustainability. 
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Angela got a BSc in computer and systems engineer in Los Andes University, Colombia, in 1981. After working some years as a systems analyst and researcher, she leaded the Secretariat of Information and Systems at the Colombian President’s Office in 1990-1992. In 1995, she got a PhD on organisational cybernetics and strategic information management, at Aston Business School, Birmingham, UK. 

From 1995 to 2001 she taught at Los Andes University and did part time consultancy to the government through multilateral agencies (International Development Bank, United Nations); most projects used systems and cybernetics to support organisational development and strategic use of information technologies. From 2002 she has been lecturing and doing research at Hull Business School. Her current research focuses on complexity management, democracy and sustainability. 

